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Below is the Newport Utilities Water Extension Policy for Subdivisions as approved by the NU Board of Directors.  
• Policy effective date June, 2021. 
• This policy supersedes all previous water extension for subdivision policies. 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 
The provisions of this policy define the division of cost and the requirements under which residential/mobile 
home subdivision and commercial development water extensions shall be made for the provision of water 
service. This policy shall supersede all previous policies concerning water extensions for residential/mobile 
home subdivisions. Newport Utilities and its staff are not responsible for errors or deficiencies in design, 
calculations, drawings, or statements submitted by applicants, their technical consultants, surveyors, or 
engineers. This policy is not a reservation or allocation of water capacity. It is not NU’s intention to obligate or 
commit to providing services where funds are not available or construction is not practical. 

APPLICABILITY 
This policy applies to developments which have less than 50 lots. Any development which has 50 or more lots 
must be individually approved by the Newport Utilities Board before this policy can apply. 
 
DEVELOPER REQUIREMENTS 

1. Developers must employ their own engineer, licensed in the State of Tennessee.  
2. Developers are responsible for all applicable permits and approvals. 
3. Developers are required to have all plans for water line construction approved by an NU engineer prior to 

construction and shall pay an engineering fee of $300 per extension. Engineer design must incorporate all 
NU specifications. 

4. Developers must have plans reviewed and approved by TDEC prior to construction. 

CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Developers must provide their own construction contractor. 
2. Contractor must possess a valid MU-A license in the State of Tennessee. 
3. Developer and Contractor are responsible for supplying any and all materials. NU’s material inventory will 

not be available to Contractor. 
4. Developer and/or Contractor must notify NU a minimum of five business days prior to beginning 

construction. 
5. Unless otherwise agreed, NU will perform any wet taps and/or tie-ins needed, at the Developer’s expense. 
6. At NU’s discretion, a NU inspector may be required to be on site at a cost to Developer of $100 per hour. 
7. If NU identifies problems with construction, NU reserves the right to halt construction if the Contractor fails 

to take corrective measures. 

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

1. Developer is fully responsible for all engineering costs. 
2. Developer is responsible for all construction costs. 
3. Developer is responsible to NU for all tap fees upfront. 
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4. Developer is responsible for this financial responsibility even if he/she transfers the property to another 
owner. 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTING SERVICES 

1. The Developer will be responsible for all aspects of construction including but not limited to materials, 
installation, permits, surveying, and inspection fees. 

2. Developer and Contractor shall provide a one year warranty on all facilities installed. 
a. The one year warranty period shall begin on the date of acceptance of new facilities by NU and shall 

remain in place for 365 calendar days thereafter. 
b. Repairs during warranty period: 

i. NU reserves the right to repair damages at their own discretion and at the Developer’s expense. 
ii. Non-emergency Repairs 

1. Developer shall arrange with Contractor to make the necessary repairs. 
2. NU reserves the right to have an inspector and/or representative on site during repairs at a cost 

to the Developer of $100 per hour. 
iii. Emergency Repairs 

1. NU shall perform any emergency repairs. 
2. Developer will be liable for all expenses incurred in the completion of emergency repairs. 

 
EASEMENTS 

1. Developer is responsible for obtaining any necessary easements. 
2. Easements shall be of sufficient width to allow proper access for installation and maintenance of utilities. 

a. Easements shall allow NU unobstructed access to utility lines. 
b. Actual requirements may vary, but in general, easements shall be at least 7.5 feet each side of center of 

utility line (15 feet total width). 

 

SURVEYING 

1. Developer agrees to provide NU with a plat of the commercial pretty prepared by a licensed surveyor. 
2. Developer is responsible for any other surveying required. This may include, but is not limited to: 

a. Property transfer 
b. Deed preparation 
c. Storage tank site surveys 
d. Pump station site surveys 
e. Topographic information 

 

SERVICE CONNECTIONS 

1. No service connections will be made until all facilities are properly installed and have been pressure tested, 
cleared a satisfactory bacteriological test, and been formally accepted by NU. 

2. NU will connect service as necessary after end-use customer has applied for service and paid the applicable 
current water connection fees. 
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LOT OWNER RESPONSIBILITY 

1. It is the lot owner’s responsibility to apply for water service with NU, to pay the current tap and connection 
fees and the appropriate rates for monthly services. 

 

CONTRACT REQUIREMENT 

1. Developer and Newport Utilities will enter into a service agreement provided by NU that records the 
responsibilities of the Developer and NU. 

2. This contract shall still apply to the original developer if there is a transfer of property. 


